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Time: 7 minutes (10 scores)

For items 1-10 listen to a dialogue and decide whether the statements 1-10 are
TRUE according to the text you hear (4), or FALSE (B), or the information on
the statement is NOT STATED in the text (C). You will hear the text twice.

1. Mike has returned from a game of golf.

2. Mike 1s going to Shaldon.

3. The clock is slow.

4. The clock is very old.

5. Mike likes the smell of egg and ham pie.

6. It will take more than thirty minutes to have the egg and ham pie ready.
7. Mike asks for a mushroom omelette.

8. The mother offers some pork pie.
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. Mike didn’t like the taste of cheese and tomatoes. e
0. Mike's last phrase is a joke. 'f/j =
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Task 1. Put the following paragraphs in the correct order to recreate the text.

Is English difficult?
By ALAN JOHNSON

. Learners whose first language is Chinese (completely unrelated) or Russian
(distantly related) will find English much harder. This i1s roughly true of lan-
guages all around the world.

B. However, a friend told me English is considered one of the most difficult lan-

guages to learn because it contains so many words that are pronounced the
same but have different meanings. I'd love to see your opinion about this.

3C. As languages spread and grow, they are more likely to rely on clues like word

order than on word-endings. So “big” languages are “simple”. Under this sche-
ma, English fits both criteria: relatively big and relatively simple.

“D. JOHNSON gets mail. Tom K. asks:
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I had always understood English to be a reasonably easy language to learn be-
cause 1t lacks many of the features that make other languages difficult.

. If you learn a language geographically close and from a common ancestor of

your first language, there will be fewer nasty surprises, at every level from
sound to sentence.

Johnson is sorry to disappoint, but the boring answer 1s “it depends”. Whether
English i1s confusing or easy mostly depends on the learner’s native language. A
native speaker of German or Dutch—Germanic languages closely related to
English—will find English relatively straightforward.

. This kind of inflection 1s not a terrible proxy for that slippery idea of "dilficul-

ty". Where are the world’s hardest languages, then? One study, by Gary Lupyan
in 2010, looked closely at inflection. It found that highly inflected languages
tend to be spoken by a small number of speakers, and have few neighbours. But
languages with big groups of speakers systematically tend to have fewer inflec-
tions.

. Would it be possible to describe a language's “difficulty” in the abstract? Eng-

lish-speakers often point to a language like Latin or Greek. Next to them, in one
umportant respect, English 1s easy.

. Why is that? The hypothesis is that as a language spreads over centuries, it is

learned by many non-natives. Adults, learning a foreign language imperfectly,
avoid using non-necessary endings. And many endings in any language are
non-necessary, if other clues can be recruited to do the same things that word
endings do.

The distinction involves a language's “inflectional morphology”, or the bits
added to a noun or adjective or verb to make it match up with other pieces in a
sentence. An English verb has a maximum of five forms, whereas verbs in
Spanish or Latin can take dozens of forms. An English noun usually has only
two forms (singular and plural), whereas the Greek or Russian noun takes nu-
merous forms showing grammatical gender, number and case.
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Task 2. Read the text below. For questions 1-5, choose the answer (a, b, ¢, d)
which fits best according to the text. Put your answers on the answer-sheet

Steven Paul Jobs was born in San Francisco, California on February 24

1955. His biological parents, college graduates Joanne Simpson and Abdulfattah
Jandali, had him adopted by a lower-middle-class couple from south of the Bay
Area, Paul and Clara Jobs.

Young Steve grew up in a valley of apricot orchards that was already turning

into the world center of computer technology: Stlicon Valley. It was not uncom-
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mon to see engineers fill their garages with all kind of electronic devices in that
part of California. Steve Jobs was fascinated by these, and that’s why, in 1969, he
met with a computer whiz kid who shared his interests in electronics: Stephen

Wozniak — commonly known as Woz. Steve and Woz quickly became friends
even though Woz was five years older.

When Steve Jobs reached college age, he decided he would go to Reed Col-
lege in Oregon. It was an expensive college, way too pricey for his modest parents;
but they had to keep their promise to Steve’s biological mother, and therefore paid
for the tuition. Steve only stayed at Reed for one semester though, after which he
dropped out. He then spent a lot of time learning about Eastern mysticism and
adopted strange diets, fasting or eating only fruits. He even traveled to India with a
friend to seek enlightenment at age 19.

After Steve came back to the Valley, he focused on Woz’s work on a com-
puter board. Woz was attending a group of early personal computer hobbyists
where he got the idea of designing his own computer. Steve Jobs saw that many
people were interested in his friend’s brilliant work: he suggested they sell the
board to them. Apple Computer was born.

Apple’s first year in business consisted of assembling the boards in Steve’s
garage and driving to local computer stores to try and sell them. Meanwhile, Woz
worked on a new, much improved computer, the Apple II, which he basically fin-
ished in 1977. Both Woz and Steve knew the Apple II was a breakthrough comput-
er, much more advanced than anything the market had ever seen.

The Apple Il soon became the symbol of the personal computing revolution
features (including its color graphics) and its very large supply of compatible sofi-
ware. That is how by the year 1980, Steve and Woz were already ahead of all
competition in personal computing.

ize the business right after Apple’s worst financial year. Only six months into
working at Apple, Jobs brought the company back to profitability. In 1998 Apple
released the first iMac, the iPod came out in 2001 and the first iPhone~in 2007.
The rest is modern history.

Steve Jobs died of pancreatic cancer on October 5, 2011.

1. Steve Jobs got his family name from
a) his biological family.

(b) his foster family.

¢) his attitude to work.
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d) his spiritual experiments in India.

2. When Jobs and Wozniak met, Woz

a) had just returned from India.

b) was starting to get interested in computers.
() was already good at computers.

d) had just dropped out of college.

3. Apple II crushed all competition because

@ it had advanced hardware and a lot of software.
b) its hardware didn’t break.
¢) its software was compatible to other computers.
d) i1t was sold to early computer enthusiasts.

4. Steve Jobs had problems with Apple’s board of directors because
a) his computers didn’t sell.

b) he stole ideas from other companies.

c) Apple had the worst financial year at that time.

@) of his character.

5. NeXT computers ended up being

a) more successful than Apple’s.

b) as successful as Apple’s.

¢) bought and used by a very limited number of people.
) installed in niches at homes and offices.
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Time: 25 minutes (30 scores)
Task 1. Complete the sentences with the correct words.
Garden Paradise
In spring of 1976, the late George Rushton began 1 2 ¢ -T o (doing/ fix-
ing/ creating/ inventing) a flower garden for his recently dlsabled wlfe Mary. The
area next to the family home had been 2 Qv 6 S

4 10 (bou"ht/wld/ ptcked/ tlnew) their rubbish. When Georoe started
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S
5 ply o (making/ cleaning/ washing/ setting) up the garden, he found lots of
things, including an old bicycle and several kitchen sinks! Then, 6 _ ¢oiier

+
while / before / after / during) the rubbish had been removed, he 7( worked / hired
/ foliowed / recorded) machinery to cut down the unwanted plants and trees. Th1s
»

(further / couple / little / few) three months t;dymg up the garden and cuttmg the
grass, which had 10 _Lecw ™ (arrived / been / found / reached) an incredible
height 11 (Just / Only / After / Since) then could he actually start mov-
ing piants around and lawn he dug a small pond, and in the front garden he put
down flower 12

—( lxvugg /lively / alive /
lovely) with colour. Georoe also had concrete paths 15 repured (put / laid / pre-
pared / developed) so Mary could enjoy every corner of the garden in her wheel-

chair. /{« <
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Task 2. Put the verbs into correct order.
1. lawyer / not/ anythmo / my / police / adv1sed /to/say / me / to.

Mo i 0dviced w2 bonol noi onwthwe Lo pofice
2I/want/to/wan/can/or/me/go/do/you /now‘? -
ey I on howe o odo wen wWoel g doowe T )
3.to caH / eariy / we/ h1m /us/ dldn t/for/so/ expect
Yy 7 JE QXL R Lo rod fop ut So sGeiv +~
4. sooner/ we/ bad / us/than/ weather/return/ expeoted/ made/ to/ ,_
?;dz 4 weed: i,: ¥l de uldn pobiery Sonplp L w Briie =‘ % “i;‘:‘?a -t
5. my / she / mentlon / student / heard / name / ﬁrst—year/ somebody / to.
C e nenrg AL }1 '“‘ pod AT W ‘ : wie Lo ‘\"“{, ;;3‘“

Task 3. Match the English and Russian idioms. ﬁ'é

1. a sharp tongue 4. B noOpeIii vac 1. -7 +

2. a loose tongue b. 3m0#t A3BIK P

3. a quick tongue C. YeM 4YepT He LIy THT -

4. evil tongue d.1KTO GENBIMI HUTKAMH h-d -

5. to play games £:XOPOILO MOABEINCHHBIA SI3BIK |~ _§ *~

6. to give smb a hostile reception | f. y uepTa Ha KynudKax £-9  +

7. smb can be easily seen through | g. BcTpeyaTs B IUTHIKY I+

8. you can never know H. a3p1k Oe3 KocTel -

9. to be in the back of beyond Y. WIYyTKH IHYTATH ST

10. more power to your elbow J-OCTpPBIA S3BIYOK Y
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CULTURAL AWARENESS
Time: 8 minutes (8 scores)

Politeness Strategies.

One of the typical politeness strategies in English is softening orders, requests,
critical opinions, etc., by asking a question instead of making an imperative sen-
tence or a statement. Match the questions on the left with their communicative
Junctions on the right. There is one extra function which you don’t have to use.

Ne Question Ne | Function
1 | Why don’t you speak to him directly? A | Request
Why don’t you come up and have lunch with | B | Order
us?
3 | Won’t it be better for us to leave at once? C | Warning
4 {Do you think you could spare me a few | D | Invitation
minutes?
S | Would you like some coffee? E | Suggestion
6 |Isn’t a room a bit overcrowded? F | Advice
7 | Could I see your tickets? G | Asking permission
8 { Do you mind if I asked my friend to go with us? | .H-| Offer
K | Criticism
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Comment on the following statement. "\ﬂ o
Some people think that computer games are better than life. X*&T}’i‘(\]
What is your opinion? Do you agree with this statement? < @*/’

Write 100 0120 words.
Remember to
[1 make an introduction

0 express your personal opinion and give reasons for your opinion
[} make a conclusion.

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET]






























































































































































































